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Instructions). 
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Box. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2 004/003 607 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



13 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1-8 

pages* 

pages* 

the claims: 

nos. 1-10 

nos.* 

nos.* 

nos.* 

the drawings: 

sheets 1/2-2/2 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence li sti ng ( specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2 004/003 607 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


3-9 


YES 




Claims 


1, 2, 10 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-10 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-10 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1 • This report makes reference to the following 

documents : 



Dl: GB 2 133 867 A (NEWTECH CONTROLS LTD) 

1 August 1984 (1984-08-01) 
D2: US 3 726 104 A ( HOWL AND L) 10 April 1973 

(1973-04-10) 

D3: DE 14 01 478 A (BAKOS NAKOLAUS) 24 October 

1968 (1968-10-24) 
D4: FR 2 459 94 9 A (STIEBEL ELTRON GMBH &; CO KG) 

16 January 1981 (1981-01-16) 
D5: US 3 062 019 A (HUPFER LLOYD G ET AL) 

6 November 1962 (1962-11-06) 
D6: EP-A-0 5 63 724 (WHIRLPOOL EUROP) 6 October 

1993 (1993-10-06) 



2. The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33 (1) because the 
subject matter of independent claims 1 and 10 
lacks novelty (PCT Article 33(2)). 



FormPCT/IPEA/409(BoxNo. V) (January 2004) 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003 607 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



2.1 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



Document D6 discloses (the references between 
parentheses refer to that document) : 

refrigeration appliance comprising a thermally 
insulating housing (figures 1 and 2) which 
encloses an inner chamber (100) and an evaporator 
(110) which is disposed in an air duct (103) that 
communicates with the inner chamber (100) , a 
heating device (21) for heating the evaporator 
(110) and a control circuit (25) for controlling 
operation of the heating device (21) , the control 
circuit (25) being connected to a measuring device 
arranged in the air duct (column 7, lines 30-46) 
for delivering a measuring signal that is 
representative of the air flow through the duct 
(103) and being configured to start operation of 
the heating device when the detected air flow 
falls below a threshold value (column 7 , lines 39- 
43) . 



The subject matter of claim 1 is also known from 
D1-D5 (see the international search report) . The 
subject matter of claim 1 thus lacks novelty (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



2.2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 10 



The present application does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claim 10 lacks novelty (PCT 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003607 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Article 33(2)) . 



Document D6 discloses (the references between 
parentheses refer to that document) : 

method for controlling the defrosting of an 
evaporator in a refrigeration appliance, 
comprising the following steps: 

- estimating the air flow through a duct (103) 
in which the evaporator (110) is disposed; 
and 

- triggering a defrosting process when the 
estimated air flow falls below a threshold 
value (column 7 , lines 30-46) . 



The subject matter of claim 10 is also known from 
D1-D5 (see the international search report) . The 
subject matter of claim 10 thus lacks novelty (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



2.3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-9 



Claims 2-9 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to 
which they refer, meet the PCT requirements for 
novelty (claim 2: D6) and inventive step (claims 
3-9: D1-D5) . 



3. The subject matter of the current claims is 
industrially applicable in the field of 
refrigeration appliances . 
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